Meditation of the Word
In my early twenties the Lord asked me to move from my home and my family in Canada, and He sent me to live in the small town of Cleveland, Tennessee.  It was there that I began to discover who God really was in my life.  I spent thirteen years there and the history of this little area is quite amazing to look at.  It was in the year 1886 that a few men began to seek God for direction that the church was suppose to go, and they began to follow the vision that they were given.  Since that time of this move, there has been three world-wide ministries that have birthed over 30,000 churches all around the world, with millions of followers.
When I would drive through this small town I also discovered that there were churches everywhere.  I believe that there were more churches than there were restaurants in this city.  There were about three times as many as a normal city would hold in the United States.  This means that most of these churches also had different interpretations of the Word of God.  I found that most held the basic tenets of Salvation by Faith in Jesus, but beyond that they were full of disagreements.
This was very discouraging for me as a young preacher, because here were many different men who had studied at different bible colleges and yet they continued to disagree on what the Bible is saying.  How was I, a young man, able to know what was the Truth, and what was deception, if these men could not agree amongst themselves.  I do not believe that biblical truth belongs only to the preachers, but that every believer should have the same ability to discern for themselves the scriptures. It says in 1 Timothy 2:3-4, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
It also says in Colossians 1:26, “the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.”  With there being so much disagreement around the scripture I was becoming fearful of being deceived myself.  I didn’t want to lead anyone astray, and I also didn't want to spend my life chasing a doctrine that was false and powerless.  It was then that I found Pastor Dave Roberson.  He had stopped by to preach in my little town, and shared about the power of praying in tongues, and how the Holy Spirit is the only one who can teach us who God really is, and He will unveil the true meaning of Scripture.
The Word of God is the foundation of everything you believe, and having the proper understanding of the Scriptures is the difference between walking in victory, or in defeat.  Having the knowledge of the truth will allow you to walk in power, and to overcome the enemy, and this knowledge is available for each of us.  As we pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit is able to take the scripture that we know, and reveal the revelation that is inside that scripture.
The truth in the Word of God must become foundation in each of God’s children.  Too many people are relying on dreams, visions and experience as how they build their faith in God, but without the Word as our
fundamental understanding of God, we may end up in error.  The great man of God, Smith Wigglesworth, once

said, “I can't understand God by feelings.  I can’t understand Jesus Christ by feelings.  I understand God by what the Word says about Him.  He is everything the Word says He is. Get to know the Lord through the Word.”
So, as a young minister, I decided to build my relationship on learning the Truth of the Word.  I started by picking out specific verses and memorizing them in an attempt to equip myself, but then my pastor taught me a better way, and I want to share it with you.  Even if you feel that you have difficulty memorizing verses or understanding them, (which is how I am, by the way) this will work in your life to place God's Word so deep into your heart, that it will actually become part of you.  It is a very simple and effective way for us to understand what God's Word really means, instead of having scripture taken out of context.

Here is what I learned, and what I practice, and it has helped me to know God as my Father like never before.  Pick one book of the New Testament, and begin to read it from the beginning verse, until the very end.  Do not stop reading to try and figure anything out.  Don't stop to look at any commentary, or at any Greek meaning.  If you do not understand a meaning of a word, then it's okay to look it up, but read it as a letter in its entirety from front to back.  If your mind wanders, then go back to where it started to wander, and read again.  Read each word and verse with the purpose of placing that scripture into your spirit.   

Once you have finished reading that book, then go back to the beginning and read it again the same way.  Read that book thirty times without going to any other scripture.  It doesn't matter how long this takes and if you have to pause and return back to your place, that is okay.  I place a little mark at the first page of each book I read to make sure I have read it thirty times.  One friend of mine placed thirty marbles in a jar and transferred to another jar with each time he read a book to be sure he didn't cheat.  Then after you have completed that book move to the next and soon you will discover how one book of scripture will help you to understand another one.     

When I started doing this it seemed like it really wasn’t working.  I thought for sure that after I read a book thirty times that I would have memorized it, but I found that it seemed like I didn't memorize a thing.  However, something else happened.  I began to discover that in each book of the New Testament there was a truth hidden within it.  Each book was not written in chapter and verses, but they were a letter to different churches, and as I continued on this path I began to see that there was similarities from the first chapter through to the last.

Through this, I stopped trying to find great revelations, and special secrets in the scriptures, and I simply filled my spirit with His Word and after a while my spirit began to show my natural mind the truth that was there all along.  Now years later, the Holy Spirit will take the scriptures that I have placed inside my spirit and teach me who God is, and will help me in making decisions every day. “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12).
I know that this can seem like a slow way to read your bible and it can even seem very difficult for some people but I can assure you that it is possible for everyone.  Just think, you can on purpose place God's Words into your heart and what’s going to happen is that truth will begin to sprout out of you without you even trying.  Now you are not just quoting God's Word; they are now in you and a part of who you are and you believe them from the bottom of your heart.  You can change your future and find the place where miracles happen!   
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